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Madame Chair, Distinguished Delegates, 

 

I am pleased introduce the Secretary-General’s progress report on the proposal for the 

renovation of the North Building at the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean in Santiago, Chile (A/73/351). 

 

The report provides an update on the project and responds to the General Assembly’s request 

to provide possible options to meet the project objectives, in particular those relating to energy 

efficiency and reducing the environmental impact of building operations. 

 

The project, is moving forward —as planned— with the on-boarding of the project manager 

and the independent risk management services, the establishment of the Stakeholder 

Committee and the overall governance structure. Throughout this past year, the ECLAC project 

team has maintained close coordination with their headquarters counterparts in the Office for 

Central Support Services (OCSS), as well as with other stakeholders, in particular those 

substantive areas which will be directly affected by the renovation project.  

 

The Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) has already conducted an audit of the project, 

and this took place in March of this year, covering areas such as progress in the project, risk 

management (including anti-fraud measures), the establishment of the governance structure 

and procurement activities. OIOS concluded that satisfactory management structures were 

already in place or were being established by ECLAC and OCSS. 

 

The project aims to dismantle and reconstruct the North Building’s envelope, using the existing 
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structure, to attain a safe, code-compliant, functional and efficient office building that will 

extend its useful life and will enable a productive, healthy and sustainable working 

environment for many years to come.  In 2019, we will be entering the design phase of the 

project, which includes the use of innovative technologies, energy efficiency features, 

improvements in space usage efficiency, and provisions for additional office space which will 

facilitate the swing space strategy. The design will also include provisions for persons with 

disabilities, full compliance with international and local safety and health codes, including 

national seismic codes. 

 

Madame Chair, 

 

This renovation project aims to reduce energy consumption by 40% and will also generate 

enough energy not only to cover all the building’s electricity needs but will also produce a 15% 

surplus, which will be directed to other areas within the ECLAC compound, thereby generating 

additional savings. It will include a water-treatment plant, which will reuse 100% of the 

building’s waste water for irrigation purposes. This measure is projected to cover 57% of the 

irrigation requirements of the ECLAC compound, particularly important in a country where 

water is very scarce and expensive due to the perennial seasonal droughts. Additionally, and in 

line with General Assembly resolutions 70/205 and 71/228, the proposed renovation will 

reduce the North Building’s greenhouse gas emissions by approximately 100 tons of carbon 

dioxide each year.  

 

The renovated North Building, once fully operational will be a completely sustainable “net 

zero” building—a unique and emblematic building for the United Nations and for the wider 

Latin American and Caribbean region. Our aspiration is that it be regarded as a “living 

structure,” in dynamic interaction with the environment, its users and society along with being 

a good example of the Organization “walking the talk”.  

 

Based on the financial, technical, energy and environmental analyses included in this report, 

the General Assembly is requested to approve the overall scope and maximum cost of the 

project, the requested resources in 2019 and to establish a multi-year account.    

 

I thank you, Madame Chair, Distinguished Delegates.  

 


